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A D D R E S S  BY  R E V.  F R  OT U K P E  PA U L M A R Y, 
ARCHDIOCESAN CYON CHAPLAIN CATHOLIC 

THARCHDIOCESE OF LAGOS AT THE 40  ARCHDIOCESAN 
THYOUTH DAY CELEBRATION MARYLAND, AUGUST 9  

2026.  

Beloved in the Lord,

With profound joy and gratitude to God, I warmly welcome you all to this 40th 

Archdiocesan Youth Day celebration. It is a privilege to gather once again as one 

family of faith, united by our love for Christ and our shared commitment to 

Evangelization as we connect with one another. 

Our celebration today is more than an annual gathering, it is an encounter with God. It is an opportunity to pause from 

the demands of daily life, listen attentively to His voice, renew our faith, strengthen our friendships, and rediscover the 

purpose for which He has called each one of us as Youths. 

Our theme this year, "Take Courage! I Have Overcome the World" (John 16:33), speaks directly to the reality many 

young people experience today. You live in a world lled with uncertainty, competing voices, economic pressures, social 

expectations, and constant distractions. Yet Christ does not promise you a life without challenges, he promises His 

presence in every challenge. His victory on the cross over sin & death gives meaning to our struggles and hope for our 

future.

As your Chaplain, I urge you to approach every session of today with an open mind and a prayerful heart. Allow the Holy 

Spirit to teach you, to correct you where necessary, to strengthen your faith, and to inspire you to become authentic 

witnesses of the Gospel in your Homes, Schools, Workplaces, Campuses, and Parishes.

Our generation needs young Catholics who pray sincerely, lead with integrity, serve generously, defend the truth with 

charity, and live their faith without compromise. The Church does not simply need your attendance; she needs your 

conviction, your talents, your voices, and your commitment to building God's Kingdom wherever He has placed you.

It is also necessary to call your attention to your civic responsibilty to our nation, namely the 2027 Elections. I encourage 

you to get your PVC, participate actively and not passively by casting your vote according to your conscience. We 

continue to pray for our country and our Leaders that God will help them to serve our nation faithfully, as well as shun 

corruption and injustice while discharging their services to the nation.  

We are grateful to His Grace, our Baba, Most Rev. Dr. Alfred Adewale Martins; for his steadfastness towards 

Evangelization in the life of the Youth of our Archdiocese and beyond. We also congratulate His Grace on his new 

appointment  as Member of the Discastery for Evangelization. May the Lord continue to bless and keep you for us.

 I also thank the Episcopal Vicar of Ikeja Region Very Rev. Fr. Anthony Fadairo, the Dean of Maryland Deanery very Rev. 

Fr. Simeon Iwu, my associates Rev. Frs. Adesanya Martins & Odii Benjamin, Priests, Religious, the OLA Sisters, Youth 

Leaders, Coordinators, Volunteers, Benefactors, and every person whose sacrice has made this day possible.

May this 40th Archdiocesan Youth Day celebration mark the beginning of a deeper spiritual journey for each one of us. 

May we leave this gathering with renewed courage, strengthened faith, and hearts ready to answer God's call with 

generosity and joy.

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, and St. Charles Lwanga and Companions continue to intercede for us.

For God and For Youth……. through Christ.

Rev. Fr. Otukpe Paulmary 
Archdiocesan CYON Chaplain
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ADDRESS BY VERY REV. FR SIMEON IWU DEAN 
MARYLAND DEANERY AT THE 40TH ARCHDIOCESAN 
YOUTH DAY CELEBRATION MARYLAND, AUGUST 9TH 
2026.  

My dear young people in Christ,

I warmly greet you all, and welcome you to Maryland 
Deanery.

First of all, let us thank God for the gift of life and for bringing 
us together today. Seeing all of you here lls me with joy and 
hope. I have the privilege of serving as the Dean of Maryland 
Deanery and I want you to know that I am proud of you. Not 
because you have everything gured out, but because you are here. In a world that constantly 
pulls young people away from God, you have chosen to answer His call. Please, do not allow the 
faith within you to grow cold.

Permit me to speak to you as a father. Over the years, I have learnt that while parents, priests, and 
the Church can guide and support you, the choices you make today will determine the future you 
build tomorrow. I know these are challenging times. Many of you carry worries about your 
future, your careers, and your personal struggles. But I encourage you: do not lose hope. Do not 
give in to fear or discouragement. Use your time and your youthful energy wisely. Develop 
yourselves. Learn a skill.
Read. Pray. Stay close to God.

Remember, discipline is preparation, not punishment. The sacrices you make today will preserve your 
tomorrow.

My dear young people, you are not only the future of the Church; you are the Church today. The 
Church needs your faith, your talents, your energy, and your witness. As I look at you, I see future 
leaders, professionals, parents, priests, religious, and saints. My prayer is that you will become a 
light to others, a steady light that points people to Christ.

Thank you for coming. Thank you for believing. And thank you for remaining in the Church.

May Almighty God bless you, protect you, and guide you always.

Go forth and shine for Christ.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

Very Rev. Fr. Simeon Iwu
Dean
Maryland Deanery
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His Grace, Most Rev. Dr. Alfred Adewale Martins, 
Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos, 

Our Episcopal Vicars, 

The Dean of Maryland Deanery, Very Reverend Father 

Simeon Iwu, 

Reverend Fathers and Religious present, 

Distinguished Guests,  

Executive Council Members, 

Co-hosting Committee of Maryland Deanery, 

And my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ—the 

vibrant Lay Faithful and Youths of Lagos Archdiocese. 

Welcome to our landmark 40th Archdiocesan Youth Day! 

This is a bittersweet moment for me as it marks the fourth 

and final AYD I will oversee in my official capacity as 

President. As I prepare to hand over this responsibility, I 

pray that this celebration will be our most memorable yet 

and that it will inspire a new generation of courageous 

Catholic youth.

In the Scripture, 40 represents a season of maturity, 

transformation, and readiness for a new journey. Over 

the last four decades, the Catholic Youth Organisation of 

Nigeria, Lagos Archdiocese has nurtured generations of 

faith-filled leaders, professionals, and saints. 

Four decades ago, a vision was planted across our 

Archdiocese to gather, nourish, and empower young 

Catholics. Today, as we stand on the historic grounds of 

Maryland Comprehensive Secondary School, co-hosted 

by the dynamic Maryland Deanery, we celebrate forty 

years of faith, resilience, and fellowship. 

Our theme this year, “Take Courage: I have overcome 

the world” (Jn 16:33), could not come at a more crucial 

time. As young people in a rapidly changing world, we 

face intense economic pressure, social uncertainty, and 

personal doubts. Yet, Christ's promise remains 

unshakable. He does not offer us a life free of trouble; He 

promises us victory through Him. 

Courage is not the absence of struggle—it is faith in 

action. And True faith calls us to active Christian witness 

in our daily lives and in society. As we look ahead to the 

2027 general elections, I urge every Catholic youth here: 

do not be passive observers of destiny. Register, obtain 

your Voter's Card, and exercise your civic duty with 

integrity. Our faith must light the path to good 

governance and positive national transformation. We 

also pray that within our Archdiocese God would raise up 

amongst us, God- fearing leaders that would take CYON 

Lagos Archdiocese to greater heights at every levels - 

from our parishes to the Archdiocesan leadership.

I express my deepest gratitude to His Grace, Archbishop 

Martins, for his unwavering paternal love, and to all our 

priests for their pastoral care. To Maryland Deanery, 

thank you for your selfless hospitality. 

My dear youths, let this 40th celebration ignite your spirit. 

Stand firm, live purposefully, and walk with bold faith. As 

we celebrate 40 years of God's faithfulness, may we 

continue to be courageous disciples, steadfast in hope, 

unwavering in faith, and committed to building a society 

worthy of Christ's Gospel.

Jesus has overcome the world—and in Him, so shall we! 

God bless the Catholic Youth Organisation of Nigeria! 

God bless the Archdiocese of Lagos! 

God bless you all.  

For God and for youth... through Christ.  

Warm regards, 

Chukwuemeka Anyiam-Osigwe (MBA). 

President, CYON Lagos Archdiocese.  

 

WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE CYON PRESIDENT,
ARCHDIOCESE OF LAGOS, ON THE OCCASION OF

THE 40TH ARCHDIOCESAN YOUTH DAY (AYD) 
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His Grace, Most Rev. Dr Alfred Adewale Martins, The 
Archbishop of the Metropolitan see of Lagos.
The Episcopal Vicar, Ikeja Region Very, Rev Fr. Anthony Fadiro
The Dean of Maryland Deanery, Very. Rev Fr Simeon Iwu
Chaplain CYON Lagos Archdiocese, Rev Fr. Paulmary Otukpe.
Chaplain CYON Maryland Deanery, Rev Fr. Moses Akaeme
All priest Resident in Maryland deanery and beyond
Rev. Sisters and brothers.
Our Archdiocesan council
My Deanery executives
My committee members.
All Diginitaries and Invited guest.
And Every youth present at this wonderful event

It is with immense joy, gratitude, and humility that I warmly welcome every one of you to this wonderful 
Archdiocesan youth day celebration Today, we gather under the inspiring theme: "Take Courage, I Have 
Overcome the World" (John 16:33). These words of our Lord Jesus Christ are not merely a promise; 
they are a source of hope, strength, and encouragement for every Christian facing the challenges of life.

The situation of the country may say otherwise but the bible always reassure us that with Christ we will 
denitely overcome the situations and struggles of this world.

Today's event is more than a gathering. It is a pilgrimage for spiritual renewal, fellowship, learning, and 
deeper communion with God and with one another. It is a moment to reect on our calling, renew our 
commitment to service, and rediscover the joy that comes from walking with Christ.

As we participate in the various activities planned for today, may we remain open to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit. Let us listen attentively, participate actively, pray fervently, and interact lovingly with one 
another. Let this gathering strengthen the bonds that unite us as one Archdiocesan family.

I sincerely appreciate our Archbishop, His Grace for his fatherly leadership and unwavering 
commitment to the growth of our Archdiocese. We are equally grateful to our priests Most especially 
the priests under Maryland Deanery, religious, my fellow coordinators, committee members, 
volunteers, sponsors, and everyone whose sacrices and dedication have made today's event possible. 
May God richly reward your labour of love.

To all our guests and participants, please feel at home. May you experience the warmth of Christian 
fellowship, the peace of Christ, and the transforming power of God's Word throughout this programme.

May our time together be fruitful, spirit-lled, and lled with abundant blessings.

Thank you, and may God bless you all Welcome to the Best Deanery in Lagos Archdiocese For God And 
For youth Through Christ
OKORO ALOYSIUS OGONNA KRISZ
Coordinator, Maryland Deanery

WELCOME ADDRESS BY CYON COORDINATOR,
MARYLAND ON THE OCCASION OF THE

40TH ARCHDIOCESAN YOUTH DAY
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Your Grace, 
Most Rev. Dr. Alfred Adewale Martins, Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos, 
Rev. Fr. Paulmary Otukpe, Archdiocesan Chaplain, CYON Lagos Archdiocese, 
Rev. Fr. Moses Akaeme, Maryland Deanery Chaplain, 
Reverend Fathers and Religious, 
Our esteemed Archdiocesan Councilors and Deanery Executives, 
Distinguished guests, benefactors, sponsors, friends of the youth, 
And most especially, my dear fellow CYONites, 

With profound gratitude to Almighty God and with hearts lled with joy, I warmly welcome 
each and every one of you to the 40th Archdiocesan Youth Day (AYD) 2026. 

Today is more than an annual gathering; it is a celebration of faith, unity, and God's enduring 
love for His young people. As we commemorate this remarkable 40th edition, we thank 
God for four decades of nurturing, inspiring, and strengthening generations of Catholic youths across the Archdiocese of Lagos. 

Our theme, "AYD 2026... It's Mary's Land," invites us to look to the Blessed Virgin Mary, our Mother and perfect model of 
discipleship. Mary's life was one of complete trust, humble service, and unwavering obedience to God's will. As we gather in her 
land today, may we also learn to say "Yes" to God, allowing Him to guide our lives, our decisions, and our mission as young 
Catholics in an ever-changing world. 

This day offers us an opportunity to encounter Christ in a deeper way through the Holy Eucharist, and joyful celebration. 
Beyond the music, activities, and excitement, may each of us leave this gathering spiritually renewed, strengthened in faith, and 
inspired to become true witnesses of Christ in our families, parishes, schools, workplaces, and communities. 

I sincerely express my deepest gratitude to our Archbishop, Most Rev. Dr. Alfred Adewale Martins, for his unwavering fatherly 
guidance, prayers, and steadfast commitment to youth development within our Archdiocese. I equally appreciate our 
Archdiocesan Chaplain, Rev. Fr. Paulmary Otukpe, our Deanery Chaplains, and all our priests and religious for continually 
accompanying us on our journey of faith. 

I wish to express my heartfelt appreciation to the Dean of Maryland Deanery, Very Rev. Fr. Simeon Iwu, and all the priests of 
Maryland Deanery for their immense support, encouragement, hospitality, and unwavering commitment towards the 
successful hosting of this landmark 40th Archdiocesan Youth Day. Your openness, fatherly guidance, and generosity have been 
invaluable throughout this journey, and we remain deeply grateful for your partnership in nurturing the faith and lives of the 
catholic youths. 

My heartfelt appreciation also goes to the Archdiocesan Executive Council, the Planning Committee, the various sub-
committees, volunteers, benefactors, sponsors, and every individual whose sacrices, generosity, and countless hours of 
service have made this celebration possible. Your dedication is evidence to what can be achieved when we work 
together for God's glory. 

To my fellow youths, this is your celebration. Participate wholeheartedly, build lasting friendships, learn something new, pray 
fervently, and open your hearts to God's voice. Let this not simply be another event you attend, but a dening encounter that 
transforms your relationship with Christ and His Church. 

As we celebrate this historic 40th Archdiocesan Youth Day, may the Blessed Virgin Mary continue to intercede for us, protect 
our Archdiocese, and lead every young person closer to her Son, Jesus Christ. 

Once again, I warmly welcome you all. 
For God and for Youth… Through Christ. 
Thank you, and may God bless you abundantly. 

Onyedikachi E. Emmanuel 
Chairman, 40th Archdiocesan Youth Day (AYD) Planning Committee

WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
40TH ARCHDIOCESAN YOUTH DAY 2026 
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Entrance Antiphon  Cf. Ps 73:20.19.22.23
Look to your covenant, O Lord; forget not the life of your poor ones forever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause; do 
not forget the cries of those who seek you.

Collect
Almighty ever-living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, we dare to call our Father, bring, we pray, to perfection in our 
hearts the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit to enter into the inheritance which you have 
promised. Through our Lord...

First Reading
A reading from the first Book of Kings 19:9a.11-13a

“Stand upon the mount before the Lord”
n those days: When Elijah came to [Horeb the mount of God,] he lodged in a cave; and behold, the word of the LORD Icame to him. And he said, "Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD." And behold, the LORD passed by, 
and a great and strong wind tore the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was 

not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 
his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.
The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 85:8ab.9.10-11.12-13 (R. 7)
R. Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and grant us your salvation.
I will hear what the LORD God speaks; 
he speaks of peace for his people and his 
faithful. His salvation is near for those 
who fear him, and his glory will dwell in our land.    R. 

Merciful love and faithfulness have met; 
justice and peace have kissed. Faithfulness 
shall spring from the earth, and justice look 
down from heaven.     R. 

Also the LORD will bestow his bounty, 
and our earth shall yield its increase.
Justice will march before him, 
and guide his steps on the way.    R.

NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A)NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A)NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A)
Mass ReadingMass ReadingMass Reading
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Second Reading
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 9:1-5

"I would willingly be condemned if it would help my brother”
rethren: I am speaking the truth in Christ, I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I Bhave great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off 
from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them 

belong the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the 
patriarchs, and of their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed for ever. Amen.
The word of the Lord.

ALLELUIA Psalm 130:5 
Alleluia. 
I long for you O Lord, my soul longs for his word.
Alleluia.

Gospel
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 14:22-33

"Bid me to come to you on the water "
[After the crowd was satisfied,] Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone, but the boat by this time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the 
wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples 
saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear. But immediately he spoke to them, saying, "Take heart, it is I; 
have no fear." And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water." He said, "Come." So Peter 
got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to 
sink he cried out, "Lord, save me." Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, "O you of little 
faith, why did you doubt?" And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, 
saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."
The Gospel of the Lord.

Prayer of the Faithful
Intention:
1. CYON and her members

2. Nigeria, her leaders and the forthcoming elections

3. Young people facing the challenges for today’s world

4. The unemployed and those seeking God’s direction

5. Victims of insecurity, violence and hardship

6. The sick and all who care for them.

7. The faithful departed

8. Thanksgiving for God’s goodness and continued protection.
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AJAH DEANERY
Congratulates 

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. St Peter Catholic Church, Langbasa 

2. St Athanasius Catholic Church, Kekere

3. Our Lady Mother Of Perpetual Help Catholic Church, Ajah 

4. Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Iranla

5. Our Lady Mother and Queen Catholic Church, Badore 

6. Our Lady Mother of the Redeemer, Ogombo 

7. Catholic Church of Good Shepherd, Moba

Parishes

th

AKIRE PRISCILLA 
Deanery Secretary

MICHAEL EWEMADE
Deanery Coordinator

VERY. REV. FR. ANDREW OGIDAN
Deanery Chaplain 
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APAPA DEANERY
Heartily Felicitates wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. St. Charles Catholic Church, Olodi Apapa 
2. St. Mary Catholic Church, Ajegunle
3. St. Kizito Catholic Church, Alaba-Oro
4. Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, Coker
5. St. Gerald Majella Catholic Church, Alafia
6. St. Matthew Catholic Church, Amukoko 
7. St. Thomas of Villanova, Catholic Church, Abata.
8. Christ The King Catholic Church, Ojo
9. St. Theresa Catholic Church, Marine Beach.
10. St. Margaret Catholic Church, Osho-Drive
11. St. Vincent Catholic Church, Olodi-Apapa
12. St. Joseph Catholic Church, Kiri-kiri
13. Catholic Church of the Immaculate Conception, Snake Island 
14. Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Apapa

Parishes

th

SYLVIA NWOYEOCHA 
Deanery Secretary

MARTIN EZE
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. CHRISTOPHER OLAGBEMI
Deanery Chaplain 
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IBA DEANERY
Warmly Rejoice wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. Ss. Timothy and Titus Catholic Church, Isheri-Oshun 
2. Catholic Church of Assumption, Igbo-Elerin 
3. St. Rita Catholic Church, Akesan
4. Ss. Joachim and Anne Catholic Church, Ijegun
5. St. Maria Gorretti Catholic Church, Abaranje 
6. St. Mary Catholic Church, Iba
7. St. Joseph the Guardian Catholic Church, Agodo 
8. St .Margaret-Mary Alacquo Catholic Church, Okerube
9. St. Joseph Catholic Church, Victory Estate 
10. St. Augustine Catholic Church, Iba
11. St. Hilda Catholic Church, Obadore 
12. St. Patrick Catholic Church, Kudeyibu
13. Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Iba 
14. St. Stephen Catholic Church, Whitesand 
15. Immaculate Heart Catholic Church, Iba
16. St. Paul Catholic Church, Ije-Ododo 
17. St. Madonna Catholic Church, Egan 
18. St. John Catholic Church, Igando 

Parishes

th

OKOROCHA EMMANUELLA 
Deanery Secretary

IMAEZUE PATRICK
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. JUDE UGBOME
Deanery Chaplain 
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IJEDE DEANERY
Heartily Felicitates wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Ewuowa 
2. Divine Mercy  Catholic Church, Cele busstop
3. Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church, Adamo
4. Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church, Maya
5. St. Jude Catholic Church, Agunfoye.
6. Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Egbin.
7. St. Monica Catholic Church, Igbogbo 
8. St. Peter Catholic Church, Agbowa
9. St. Timothy Catholic Church, Agura
10. St. Daniel Catholic Church, Isiu
11. St. Andrew Catholic Church, Itamope
12. St. Timothy Catholic Church, Bayeiku
13. All Saints Catholic Church, Imota
14. St. Catherine Catholic Church, O�n-Ile
15. Catholic Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Ewu-Elepe

Parishes

th

BLAISE UWAGU
Deanery Secretary

CHIDINMA ADIELE
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. GABRIEL OSIEGBU
Deanery Chaplain 
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IKEJA DEANERY
Rejoices wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. St. Francis Catholic Church, Oregun 
2. St. Timothy Catholic Church, Ojodu 
3. St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church, Ladipo Oshodi 
4. Blessed Tansi Catholic Church, Agidingbi 
5. St. Jude Catholic Church, Mafuluku 
6. Our Lady of Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Ogba
7. Catholic Church of Presentation, GRA
8. Catholic Church of the Holy Spirit, Omole Phase 1
9. St. Peter Claver Catholic Church, Ajao Estate
10. Catholic Church of the Ascension, Airport Road 
11. St. Leo Catholic Church, Ikeja
12. St. Anthony Police Chaplaincy

Parishes

th

CHRISTOPHER JOHN
Deanery Secretary

ENGR. LILIAN UZODIAGU
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. GABRIEL 
BABATUNDE SEKUNDA

Deanery Chaplain 
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IKORODU DEANERY
Felicitates wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. Good Shepherd Catholic Church, Owode Onirin
2. St. Patrick Catholic Church, Owode Ibeshe 
3. Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Odonla
4. Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Odogunyan
5. St. Joseph Catholic Church, Isawo
6. Archangels Catholic Church, Agebde.
7. St. Anthony MaryClaret Catholic Church, Ipakodo
8. St. Paul Catholic Church, Oke-muti
9. St. Michael Catholic Church, Ajaguro
10. St. Jude Thaddeus Catholic Church, Eruwen
11. St. Anthony Catholic Church, Igbolomu
12. St. Augustine Catholic Church, Mary Hill, Ikorodu
13. St. Ann Catholic Church, Odokekere

Parishes

th

IHEJIMBA CHIDERA 
Deanery Secretary

VICTOR CHIEMEKE
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. UBI EMMANUEL
TERSEER CMF

Deanery Chaplain 
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ILEMBA  DEANERY
Congratulates wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. Christ the King Catholic Church, Sabo
2. St. Andrew Catholic Church, Ilemba
3. St. Joseph Catholic Church, Ketu
4. Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church, Igbede
5. St. Gerald Catholic Church, Jakande
6. Holy Redeemer Catholic Church, Shibiri
7. St .John Catholic Church, Ilufe
8. Ss Cosmas and Damian Catholic Church, Ilogbo

Parishes

th

- NILDeanery Secretary UDEABA FIDELIA ADAOBI
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. KYRIAN ADEWALE CHIMEZIE
Deanery Chaplain 
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LAGOS ISLAND DEANERY
Felicitates wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. St Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, 1004 
2. Catholic Church of Assumption, Falomo
3. Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Victoria Island 
4. St Michael Catholic Church, Lafiaji
5. St Patrick Catholic Church, Idumagbo 
6. Holy Cross Cathedral, Island
7. St. Patrick Catholic Church, Oniru (Out Station)

Parishes

th

PHILOMENA ALI
Deanery Secretary

OGUNYEMI FRANCIS
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. EMMANUEL FASHANU
Deanery Chaplain 
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LEKKI DEANERY
Heartily Felicitates wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. Ss. Philip And James Catholic Church, Idado
2. Catholic Church of Transfiguration, VGC
3. Ave Maria Catholic Church Ikate 
4. Catholic Church Of Divine Mercy, Lekki 
5. Catholic Church Of Pentecost, Jakande
6. St. Theresa Catholic Church, Ikota
7. Our Lady Star Of The Sea Catholic Church, Chevron
8. Stella Maris Catholic Church, Okun-Ajah
9. Catholic Church of Epiphany , Ologolo

Parishes

th

STEPHANIE CYRIACUS
Deanery Secretary

MOSES MISHI
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. VICTOR OKHIRIA
Deanery Chaplain 
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MARYLAND DEANERY
Warmly Felicitates wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. St. Gerald Catholic Church, Soluyi - Gbagada
2. St. Agnes Catholic Church, Maryland
3. St. Flavius Catholic Church, Oworonshoki
4. Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Ojota
5. St. Michael Catholic Church, Ketu
6. Catholic Church of Presentation, Agiliti
7. Catholic Church of Resurrection, Magodo
8. Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Ifako, Gbagada
9. St. Raphael Catholic Church, Anthony Village
10. St. Benjamin Catholic Church, Olowora
11. St. Charles Chaplaincy, Cantonment 

Parishes

th

DERRICK OBIDIEGWU
Deanery Secretary

OKORO ALOYSIUS 
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. MOSES AKAEME
Deanery Chaplain 
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SATELLITE DEANERY
Congratulates wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. Ss. Michael, Raphael and Gabriel Catholic Church, Satellite Town 

2. Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Onireke

3. Mother of Perpetual Help Catholic Church, Ijegun

4. Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Isashi 

5. St. Patrick Catholic Church, Ojo Alaba

6. St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, Okoko

7. Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Dansa

8. St. Martin De Porres Catholic Church, Agric

9. St. Alphonsus Maria De Liguori Catholic Church, Ira.

10. St. Ignatius of Antioch Catholic Church, Abule Oke Odan. 

11. Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Tedi Muwo. 

12. St. Anthony Catholic Church, Kosoko

13. Catholic church of Resurrection, Ijegun Egba

14. St. Anne Catholic Church, PPL 

15. Queen of all Saints Catholic Church, Adaloko

Parishes

th

JUDITH OBI CHINENYE
Deanery Asst. Secretary

NWOSU, ONYEKACHI FRANCIS
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. CHIKE M. OSAMOR
Deanery Chaplain 
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SURULERE DEANERY
Heartily Rejoice wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. St. Brigid Catholic Church, Ijesha
2. Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church, Ilupeju 
3. Christ the King Catholic Church, Ilasamaja
4. St. Pio Catholic Church, Doyin
5. St. Anthony Catholic Church, Gbaja
6. St. Anne Catholic Church, Itire
7. Our Lady Queen of Apostles, Oyelowo.
8. Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Sanya
9. Ss. Mulumba and David Catholic Church, Lawanson 
10. Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church, Aguda
11. Regina Mundi Catholic Church, Mushin

Parishes

th

MARTINS TITILAYO
Deanery Secretary

CHIGOZIE THEOPHILUS 
OSHIEKWE

Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. ANTHONY OLYMPIO
Deanery Chaplain 
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YABA DEANERY
Warmly Felicitates wi

His Grace
The Archbishop of the Metropolitan See of Lagos
The Dean & Chaplain of Maryland Deanery CYON

on eir

1. St. Gabriel Catholic Church, Ladi-lak 
2. St. Paul Catholic Church, Ebute-metta
3. St. Denis Catholic Church, Akoka, Bariga
4. St. Stephen Catholic Church, Iwaya
5. Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Shomolu
6. St. Dominic Catholic Church, Yaba
7. Our Lady Queen of Nigeria Catholic Church, Clegg
8. St. Mary Catholic Church, Ebute-metta
9. St. Augustine Chaplaincy, Akoka

Parishes

th

GINIKANWA AUGUSTINA
Deanery Secretary

SIMON OKPE
Deanery Coordinator

REV. FR. MICHAEL IKECHUKWU EBEDE
Deanery Chaplain 
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Digital Refusal: An Essential Skill for
Children And Young People in Today’s AI

Dominated World 

“Any sufciently advanced technology is equivalent to 
magic.” (Arthur C. Clarke) 

e live at a peculiar moment in history. For Wthe rst time, children and youths have 
access to tools that can write their 

assignments, solve their school problems, compose 
original music, and even simulate empathetic 
conversation. This magic – articial intelligence – has 
moved from research laboratories into the pockets, 
bedrooms, and classrooms of young people around 
the world. The dominant educational and parental 
response has been predictable: teach children how 
to use AI effectively, ethically, and safely. But this 
response, while necessary, is incomplete. It assumes 
that the primary challenge is one of competence, 
learning to operate the new machinery, yet, a 
deeper, more uncomfortable challenge lurks 
beneath: the challenge of refusal. This essay argues 
that ‘digital refusal’, the conscious, intentional, and 
selective choice not to engage with an AI-driven tool, 
platform, or process has become an essential skill for 
children and young people. Digital refusal is a 
sophisticated form of cognitive self-defence, a 
prerequisite for authentic learning, a bulwark against 
algorithmic social engineering, a reclamation of 

creative inefciency, and an act of data sovereignty.  
First, the human mind is a pattern-seeking, 
energy-conserving organ. It naturally ofoads 
difcult or repetitive tasks to external systems, rst 
to other people, then to written notes, then to 
calculators, and now to AI. This ofoading is not 
inherently bad; it has allowed civilization to advance. 
However, AI introduces a qualitative shift. 

Unlike a calculator, which merely computes, 
generative AI is designed to capture, direct, and 
optimise attention and decision-making. It creates a 
friction-less loop of least resistance: a question yields 
an instant answer; a moment of boredom yields an 
innite scroll; a icker of anxiety yields a soothing 
chatbot. 

For instance, a child whose prefrontal cortex, the 
seat of executive function and impulse control is still 
developing, this friction-less environment is 
particularly 
dangerous. The repeated habit of turning to AI for 
every cognitive task erodes what psychologists call 
epistemic agency, the sense that one is capable of 
forming beliefs, solving problems, and making 
decisions through one’s own mental effort which 
afrms a quote from Mark Kennedy which states, “All 
of the biggest technological inventions created by 
man – the airplane, the automobile, the computer – 
says little about his intelligence, but speaks volumes 
about his laziness.” Digital refusal acts as a circuit 
breaker. It reintroduces friction deliberately. 

Consider a child faced with a challenging homework 
question. The instinct, after years of using voice 
assistants and search engines, is to ask ChatGPT or 
Siri 
immediately. But the process of struggling with an 
idea, of hypothesizing, failing, searching a textbook, 
discussing with peers, meeting an elderly one and 
nally 
arriving at an answer is where critical thinking is built. 

Israel Opeyemi Ogundare 
Deanery: Parish: Epe   |    Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Ibonwon 
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The neuro scientic evidence is clear: learning 
requires active generation, not passive reception. 
When a child refuses the AI answers and wrestles 
with the problem manually, they strengthen the 
neural pathways for problem solving, have tolerance 
for ambiguity, and engage in intellectual persistence 
that enhances critical thinking. 

Furthermore, schools were in crisis within months of 
ChatGPT’s public release, teachers discovered that 
essays could be generated, maths problems solved, 
and code written with near-perfect competence. 
Traditional assessment based on nal products 
collapsed. The initial response was panic: plagiarism 
detectors, AI-proctored exams, and a return to 
handwritten blue books. But these are arms-race 
solutions, ultimately futile as AI becomes cheaper 
and more capable. 

The deeper educational insight is that the goal must 
shift from assessing outputs to evaluating the 
cognitive journey. And at the heart of that journey lies 
the ability to refuse AI strategically. Digital refusal, in 
this context, becomes a higher order skill, one that 
demons t ra tes  menta l  hea l th  awareness , 
self-regulation, and genuine mastery. 

A student who generates a perfect AI essay has 
shown nothing except access to a tool. But a student 
who writes a mediocre rst draft, then uses AI to 
critique their own reasoning, then rewrites manually 
and who can articulate why they refused AI for the 
ideation stage but accepted it for the editing stage 
demonstrates deep understanding. They know what 
each tool is for and, crucially, what it is not for.  

There is a well-documented phenomenon called 
cognitive ofoading, whereby reliance on external 
tools erodes internal knowledge over time. A child 
who always uses a GPS never learns to read a map; a 
child who always uses a spellchecker never learns 
spelling patterns; same with a child who is familiar 
with a digital clock won’t be able to understand how 
to tell the time using an analog clock. The same 
applies to AI. If a student outsources every historical 
analysis to ChatGPT, they will never internalise the 
narrative structures, causal logics, and evidentiary 
standards of 
historical reasoning. They will become, in the worst 
case, a uent but empty vessel, able to request 
information but unable to evaluate it. 

Thus, digital refusal is not a rejection of educational 
technology; it is a pedagogical strategy to preserve 
the foundational knowledge required to use AI well. 
You cannot fact-check an AI’s claim about the 
Nigerian Civil War if you know nothing about it. You 
cannot cite Nigerian independence if you have never 
read about it. Refusing AI for certain tasks is what 
keeps the human mind capable of supervising the 
machine, if not Sydney Harris words, “The real 
danger is not that computers will begin to think like 
men, but that men will begin to think like 
computers”, will be evident in our way of life.  
Additionally, the most urgent domain for digital 
refusal is social interaction. Social media platforms 
have been using AI for years, not generative AI, but 
recommendation  and reinforcement learning 
algorithms. These systems do not merely reect user 
preferences; they actively shape them. They learn a 
teenager’s insecurities, amplify their outrage, curate 
their envy, and feed them content designed to 
maximize engagement, often at the expense of well-
being. This afrms Omar Bradley words, “If we 
continue to develop our technology without wisdom 
or prudence, our servant may prove to be our 
executioner.”  

For a young person, whose social identity is still 
under construction, this environment is profoundly 
disorienting. The boundary between authentic 
human connection and algorithmically generated 
simulation blurs. Digital refusal, in this context, 
means stepping off the treadmill of algorithmic 
validation. It is not merely quitting Instagram or 
TikTok for a week; it is developing a reexive ability 
to ask: is this interaction being engineered? Who 
benets from my continued engagement? 

Moreover, AI-generated inuencers and companions 
such as Character.ai or Replika pose a novel 
challenge. For a lonely or socially anxious teenager, 
an AI companion can feel like a genuine friendship 
without the risks of rejection or betrayal. But that 
very safety is a trap. The AI is designed to please, not 
to challenge. A refusal to rely on such companions, a 
deliberate choice to seek imperfect, difcult, real 
human relationships requires emotional courage. 
Digital refusal here becomes synonymous with 
emotional maturity. 

Similarly, there is a paradox at the heart of creativity. 
AI is ruthlessly efcient. It can generate one hundred 
logos in two seconds, write a sonnet in the 
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Shakespearean style immediately, or compose a lm 
score in any genre on demand. By any metric of 
output, AI outperforms almost all humans. And yet, 
the very thing that makes human creativity valuable is 
its inefciency, the struggle, the false starts, the 
revision, the frustration, the sudden unexpected 
breakthrough. 

Children are growing up in a cultural environment 
that increasingly values outcomes over processes. 
An AI-generated poem might be technically awless, 
but it lacks the human story behind it: the late night, 
the heartbreak, the line that nally clicked after hours 
of staring at a blank page. When a child uses AI to 
produce a creative work, they receive the product 
but are robbed of the experience of producing. That 
experience with all its uncertainties, failure, and small 
triumphs is where a sense of meaning, ownership, 
and authentic self-expression resides. 

Digital refusal in the creative domain is therefore an 
existential choice. It says: I know this AI can do it 
better and faster, but I am going to do it worse and 
slower because the doing is the point. This is not 
nostalgia for a pre-digital past; it is a deliberate value 
judgement about what kind of life is worth living. In a 
world that increasingly automates everything that 
can be automated, the refusal to automate one’s 
own creative process becomes a declaration of what 
it means to be human. A child who refuses AI’s 
perfect output and instead produces a awed, 
personal, heartfelt work is 
practising something far more important than artistic 
skill: they are practising integrity. 

There is a nal, less visible but equally critical 
dimension of digital refusal: the refusal to be a data 
source. Every interaction with a commercial AI tool 
is a transaction. The child receives an answer, a 
recommendation, or a generated image. In return, 
the company receives data, keystrokes, queries, 
writing style, emotional tone, even private thoughts. 
This data is used to train the next generation of AI 
models, to build detailed user proles, and to sell 
targeted advertising. 

Most young people have no idea that this exchange is 
happening. They have grown up with “free” apps and 
services; the concept of paying with data rather than 
money is as natural as breathing. But this is a form of 
unpaid labour. A child who asks ChatGPT for help 
with their homework is simultaneously helping to 

i m p r o v e  a  c o r p o r a t e  p r o d u c t  w i t h o u t 
compensation, consent, or even awareness. 

This insight scales upward. If a generation of young 
people grows up believing that it is normal and 
acceptable to be constantly monitored, proled, and 
mined for data, democracy itself is at risk. The refusal 
to participate in the data economy, even in small 
ways, is a refusal to accept the premise that 
everything human must be quantied and 
commodied. 

In conclusion, refusal is a muscle not a wall, this essay 
has argued that digital refusal is an essential skill for 
children and young people in an AI-dominated 
world. It is essential for cognitive autonomy, 
protecting the child’s ability to think independently 
despite friction-less algorithmic answers. It is 
essential for authentic education, shifting the focus 
from outputs to the cognitive journey and preserving 
the foundational knowledge needed to supervise AI. 
It is essential for social and emotional health, 
providing tools to resist algorithmic manipulation 
and engineered isolation. It is essential for creative 
and existential meaning, reclaiming the inefcient, 
messy, human process of making as valuable in itself. 
And it is essential for data sovereignty, teaching 
young people that their thoughts are not free raw 
material for corporate training. 

But let us be clear about what digital refusal is not. It is 
not a rejection of technology like Luddism or 
technophobia, it is not a call to live off the grid or to 
raise children in a digital vacuum. That would be both 
impossible and undesirable. AI will bring immense 
benets from medical diagnosis to language 
translation to scientic discovery. The goal is not to 
build a wall against AI. The goal is to build a muscle: a 
cognitive, emotional, and ethical capacity to pause, 
assess, and choose. 

The most valuable human skill in an AI-dominated 
world is not speed, efciency, or even creativity. It is 
discernment. And the most basic act of discernment 
is the refusal, not this tool, not right now, not for this 
purpose, because I am protecting something more 
important. That something is the ongoing, 
never-nished project of becoming a fully human 
person; one who thinks, feels, creates, connects, and 
chooses, not because a machine dictated it, but 
because they have practised the quiet, radical power 
of saying no.
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
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My 4-Year Manifesto as Nigeria’s President
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Digital Parenting in the 21st Century:

Who is Raising the Child?
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PHOTO SPLASH FROM CULTURE ALIVE 
COMPETITION VIDEOS 2026

MEET THE CULTURE ALIVE COMPETITION TEAM

Rev. Fr. Benjamin Odii
Convener

Elizabeth Ojiabor
Team Lead

Mr. Alex Okwudili
Chief Judge

Chidera Ani
Creative Designer

Chukwuemeka Anyiam-Osigwe
PR/Campaign

Augustine Onwudiwe
Publicity

Richard Igwe
Publicity

Francis Morgan
Publicity/Strategy

CYON Archdiocese of Lagos
& CYON ADC Lagos @cyonadclagos

Showcasing Our Heritage,
Celebra�ng Our Iden�ty.”

Culture Alive Competition... Showcasing Our Heritage, Celebra�ng Our Iden�ty.”
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1.  Mr. Emmanuel Onyedikachi  AYD Chairman 
2.  Miss Ajuruchi Chiamaka          Secretary I 
3.  Miss Adepeju Adekoya          Secretary II 
4.  Miss Nneka Nwaroh           Logistics Head 
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6.  Mr. Fidelis Offor            Program Head 
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10. Mr. Aloysius Okoro           Deanery Coordinator 
11. Miss Abutu Magdalene           Liturgical Deputy 
12. Mr. Sawyerr Alex           Finance Deputy 
13. Mr. Emmanuel Ebhohiem         Logistics Deputy
14. Miss Sandra Igwe           Welfare Deputy 
15. Miss. Winner Ehimen          Publicity Deputy 
16. Miss Ukamaka Okechi         Member
17. Mr. Ijeke Jonathan          
18. Mr. James Lorshe  
19. Miss Anna Simon  
20. Miss Daniella Okonedo  
21. Mr. Martins Onwuka  
22. Mr. Orji Eustace  
23. Mr. Anthony Igbomba  
24. Mr. Derrick Obidiegwu  
25. Mr. Ugochukwu Opara  
26. Mr. Olumide Martins  
27. Mr. Jonathan Madu  
28. Miss Uwah Chinenye 
29. Miss Margaret Atsor  
30. Miss Zita Osemeke  
31. Miss Stella Aniachukwu  
32. Mr. Kenneth Chijioke  
33. Mr. Pius Erhurun  
34. Mr. Udeh Martins  
35. Mr. John Gabriel 
36. Miss Mary Eregor Ejooke  
37. Mrs Oghenero Sigbenu  
38. Mr. Okereafor Emeka Joshua  
39. Mr. Ebuka Ashita  
40. Mr. Alieze Michael  
41. Mr. Ben Alex  

42. Mr. Benedict Agonsi  
43. Mr. Anene Joseph  
44. Miss Amaka Udo  
45. Mr. Chigaemezu Placid  
46. Mr. Flower Niverse  
47. Miss Okoye Mercy  
48. Mr. Patricia Etim 
49. Mr. Robert Patrick  
50. Mr. Ayogu Obumneme  
51. Mr. Jude Udeh 
52. Mr. Nicholas Nwanze 
53. Mr. James Mba Member 
54. Mr Jerome Magnicent Miguel  
55. Mr. Moses Paul Ifeanyi  
56. Mr. Onyeabor Festus  
57. Mr. Aondover Alexandra  
58. Miss Esther Ocheje  
59. Miss Henyo Emmanuella  
60. Miss Nneji Esther 
61. Miss Christabel Adikaibe 
62. Mr. Casmir Ugochukwu 
63. Mr Martins Nnali





WORLD YOUTH DAY 
(WYD), SEOUL, SOUTH 
KOREA 2027: 

The 41st international edition of the WYD 
is 
scheduled to take place in South Korea 
from August 3 to August 8, 2027, it will be 
the second time the 
global gathering is hosted in Asia.  
Participation Requirements: 
* Valid International Passport. 
* National Identication Number (NIN). 
* Recommendation letter from
 Ecclesiastical Authority. 

Event Details: 
o Date: August 3 to August 8, 2027, 
o Administrative Charge (for CSN): 
#30,000.00 (mandatory and non-
refundable) 
o Participation Fee: $3,500.00  
i.e. # 4,812,500.00. 
o Exchange rate $1 = #1,375.00.

WEST AFRICA YOUTH 
DAY, ACCRA, GHANA: 

This is a regional gathering of young 
Catholics from across West  Africa for 
spiritual renewal, cultural exchange, 
leadership formation, and deeper 
communion in the Church.  

Participation Requirements: 
* Valid International Passport. 
* Yellow Fever Vaccination Card (Yellow 
Card). 
* National Identication Number (NIN). 
* R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  l e t t e r  f r o m 
Ecclesiastical Authority. 

Event Details: 
Date: 7th to 12th September 2026 
Administrative Charge (for CSN): 
#30,000.00 (mandatory and non-
refundable) 
o  Part ic ipat ion Fee:  $570.00 i .e . 
#783,750.00 (after the 30th of June 2026). 
There is an additional 
$90.00 for the trip by road from Lagos. 
Exchange rate $1 = #1,375.00. 


